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NATIONALCONVENTIONOFWORKERS
28thSeptember,2018,MalvankarHall,NewDelhi

Declaration
MARCHONTO2DAYSCONTINOUSSTRIKEON8TH&9THJANUARY,2019

TheCentralTradeUnions,independentfederationsandassociationscarriedforward

thedecisionsadoptedintheNationalConventionofWorkerson8th August,2017at

TalkatoraStadium.Thesuccessfulholdingofthreedaymahapadavon9th–10th–11th

November,2017afteraboutmorethanthreemonthsextensivecountrywidecampaign

wasalandmarkintheongoingstruggletofightbacktheonslaughtofthegovernment

againstworkingpeopleandtheirtradeunions,againsthardwonlabourrights,anti-

labourand pro-employercodifications and violations ofexisting labourlaws and

violationofILOConventions.Wehaddemandedconcretemeasuresforcubingrising

prices ofessentialcommodities,creation ofnew decentjobs,minimum wages

Rs.18,000/-p.m.andminimum Rs.6000/-p.m.pensiontoall,stoppageofallmovesto

sellPSUsharesandoutrightprivatizationthroughvariousrouteslikeoutsourcing,PPP

etc,universalsocialsecuritycoveragetoallamongotherdemands.ThisMahapadav

wasfollowedbytheNationwidestrikebySchemeWorkerson17thJanuary,2018and

thenSatyagrahaandprotestsinalmostallthestatesonvaryingdates,beginningfrom

23rdJanuaryto23rdFebruary,2018.

TheCentralGovernmentnotonlyrefusedtorespondtothejustandgenuinedemands

oftheorganizedagitationoftheworkingclass,buthasbeenincreasingitsaggression

againstthe rights ofworkers,employees and trade unions. The Bipartism and

tripartism arebeingundermined.TheGovt.isdraggingitsfeetonwagenegotiationsof

publicsectorinBipartitesettlementsand7th PayCommissionanomaliesofCentral

GovernmentEmployees.FourSubCommitteeswereformedbytheGovernmentto

addressseveralissuesraisedbyCentralGovernmentEmployees(NCJCA)suchas

scrapingofNew PensionScheme,review theMinimum Wageandfitmentformula,

restorationofallowancesandallowingoptionno.1asoneofthePensionFitment

Formula.Butnothinghasbeendone.

TheCentralGovernmentEmployees’Organisations,includingthedefenceandrailways,

havebeenplanningunitedactionagainstthebetrayalbytheGovernmentandasserting

theirgenuinedemandsincludingscrappingoftheNewPensionScheme.ThisNational

Conventionextendsfullsupporttotheirstrugglesandupholdsalltheirdemands.

ThelastIndianLabourConferencewasheldinJuly,2015andsincethennoILChas

beenheld,ratherthecirculateddatesforILC werecancelled. Therehasbeenno

dialoguebythegovernmentoritsGroupofMinisterswiththetradeunion.



TheNationalconventionofWorkersbeingheldtoday,the28th September,2018,in

MavlankarHall,NewDelhijointlycalledbythe10CentralTradeUnions,inassociation

withallindependentNationalFederationsofWorkersandEmployees,ofbothIndustrial

andServiceSectorsviz.,Banks,Insurance,CentralGovernmentandStateGovernment

Employees,DefenceProductionEmployeesetc.,expressesseriousconcernoverthe

deterioratingsituationinthenationaleconomyduetothepro-corporate,anti-national

andanti-peoplepoliciespursuedbytheCentralGovernment,grievouslyimpactingthe

livelihoodoftheworkingpeopleacrossthecountry.

ThisNationalConventionunanimouslycondemnsinstrongesttermstheconspiratorial

andauthoritarianattackofthepresentGovernmenttodeprivethebiggestCentralTrade

Unioninthecountry,theIndianNationalTradeUnionCongress(INTUC)from all

representationsin thetripartiteand bipartiteforaand committees,including the

internationalforum.Thisisnothingbutasevereandheinousonslaughtontherightsof

theentiretradeunionmovement. ItwillbeunitedlyfoughtbackandthisNational

Conventionpledgesforthat.

TheConventionnoteswithutterdismaythattheGovernmenthasbeencontinuingto

arrogantlyignorethe12pointCharterofDemandsonminimum wage,universalsocial

security,workers’statusandincludingpayandfacilitiesfortheschemeworkers,

againstprivatizationofpublicandgovernmentsectorincludingfinancialsectorsand

massscalecontractorisation,ratificationofILOConvention87and98etc.beingjointly

pursued bythe entire trade union movementofthe country. Despite numerous

nationwidejointstrikeactions,themostprominentbeingthoseof2ndSeptember,2015

and2ndSeptember,2016participatedbycroresofworkersagainstthepoliciesofthe

Governments,therulingregimeatthecentrehasbeenincreasingitsonslaughtonthe

rightsandlivelihoodoftheworkingpeopleofthecountry.Boththeorganizedaswell

asunorganizedsectorsarevictimsalike.

Unemploymentsituationisgettingaggravatedwithemploymentgenerationpractically

turnednegativeeveninthemostlabourintensivesectors.Thephenomenonofclosure

andshut-downofindustriesandtheforecastofhugejob-lossintheITsectorisadding

fueltothefire. Price-riseofpetroleum products,essentialcommoditiesincluding

publictransport,electricity,medicinesetcismountingpressureondailylifeofthe

peopleingeneral,leadingtowideningaswellasdeepeningofimpoverishment.Hasty

implementationofGSThasfurthercompoundedthehardships.Evenessentialand

lifesavingmedicineshavebeensubjectedtoheftyGST. DrasticcutinGovernment

expenditureinsocialsectorandvariouswelfareschemeshasmadetheconditionof

workers, particularly those in unorganized sector more precarious. For the

establishmentofmodern labourslavery system,ithas introduced Fixed Term

Employmentthroughbackdoor,haspermittedputtingchildrenbelow 14yearsageto

workinafamilyestablishment,hasbroughtinpro-employerchangesinApprenticeship

Act.

Thesituationduetosteepprice-riseinpetrolanddieselwithcascadingeffecton

increaseinpricesofalldailylifeutilityitemsandspeciallythefooditemsisresultingin

torturousimpactoncommonmasses.Theaftereffectsofdemonetizationandfaulty

GSTcontinuetoadverselyimpactingthedeepcrisessetinthefastpacedneo-liberal

economicpoliciesoftheGovernment. Lackofjobopportunitiesononehandand



continuedjoblosses,retrenchments,illegalclosuresontheotherhand,areimposing

miserableconditionsontheordinaryfamiliesfortheirfood,educationofchildren,

medicalcareofthesickandelderly.Nonewjobsarebeingcreatedsincethelastfive

yearsorsodespiteheavyincreaseinworkloadingeneralincludingintheGovernment

andPublicSectorUndertakings.Onthecontrary,3%compulsoryannualsurrenderof

regularpostsinGovernmentestablishmentsiscontinuing.InthisGovernmentregime

recruitmentexam scamslikeSSBandothercompetitiveexamshaverubbedsaltonthe

woundsoftheeducatedunemployed.Inprivatesectoralso,massivedownsizinghas

becomearegularphenomenon.

The estimates by independent surveys and those sponsored by employers

organisationsrevealedlossof70lakhjobswithclosureof2.34lakhsmallfactoryunits

inthefirstfewmonthsofdemonetization.Thelivelihood-lossofanother6crorepeople

ininformaleconomyandabout17lakhjoblossesinorganizedsectorspeaksaboutthe

grim groundreality. Facedwithsuchpatheticrecords,theGovernmentisbusyin

concoction ofstatistics with twists to make fraudulentclaims on employment

generation.RegularEmploymentSurveywhichwasconductedbyLabourMinistryhas

beendiscontinued.

Theanti-labourauthoritariancharacteroftheGovernmentisallthemoreevidentintheir

refusaltoimplementeventheconsensusrecommendations(inwhichtheGovernment

wasalsoaparty)ofthesuccessiveIndianLabourConferences(ILC)inrespectofequal

payandbenefitsforequalworkforthecontractworkers,formulationofminimum wage

onthenormsagreedby15thILC/SupremeCourtJudgmentandWorkersstatusforthe

scheme workers viz.,Anganwadi,Mid-Day-Meal,ASHA,MGNREGA and Domestic

workersetc.shockingly,thepresentGovernmentisevenrefusingtoimplementthe

recentJudgmentsoftheSupremeCourtofthecountryonthemostgenuineissueof

“equalwageandbenefitsforequalwork”andonEPS,1995oncontributionand

calculationofpensiononactualpayanddearnessallowances.

In the vastconstruction sector,which has a huge unorganized workforce,the

GovernmentisnottakingproperactionontherulingoftheSupremeCourtregarding

constructionworkerscessfundanditsutilizationintheinterestoftheconstruction

workersandbenefitsandignoringtheCentralandStateTradeUnionsinthedecision

makingmechanism.

Despiteoppositionofallthetradeunionsinthecountryirrespectiveofaffiliations,the

Governmenthasbeenaggressivelypushingthroughitsprogrammeofpro-employer

andutterlyanti-workerlabourlawreforms.Governmenthasdecidedtoamalgamate44

hardearnedCentralLabourLawstoenact4anti-worker,pro-employerLabourCodesto

facilitatetheemployerstohireandfireinthenameof‘EaseofdoingBusiness’,‘Make

inIndia’,‘StartUp’etc.whichisaimedatimposingtheconditionsofslaveryonthe

workingpeople.Thelatestonslaughtisthemovetoevolvea‘SocialSecurityCode’by

dismantlinganddemolishingtheexistingstatutorySocialSecurityinfrastructureunder

EmployeesProvidentFundOrganisation,CoalMinesProvidentFundandEmployees

StateInsuranceCorporationandmanyotherwelfarestatures,abolitionofwelfare

relatedcess,andusurpthehugesocialsecurityfundcontributedtobytheworkers,

amountingtomorethanRs.24lakhcroreandmakeitavailableforspeculationinshare



marketunderthemostdeceptiveandfraudulentcamouflageof‘universalisationof

socialsecurity’. TheproposedcodeonOccupationalSafety&Health(OSH)isvery

dangerousmoveontheOccupationalSafetyandHealthincludingthewelfareofthe

factoryandservicesectorworkingclass.

Thefixedterm employmentadoptedasGovernmentpolicythroughadoptionoffinance

billwouldbedeathknellforjobsecurity.ThelatestattackhascomeontheTrade

UnionAct1926,wheretheGovernmentintendstochangethedefinitionoftheCentral

levelandstateleveltradeunionsbyinvokingproposedamendmentsinSection28Aand

29.ThemalafideintentionisalsotohaveGovernmentinterferenceinthefunctioning

oftradeunionsandusurpingrightstodictateonitswhimsintheinternalmattersof

unions.Itisalldonetofacilitate“hireandfire”underdifferentnamesi.e.“Easeof

DoingBusiness”,“StartUP”etc.Itseemslikeamovetoderecognizethestatusof

CentralandStatelevelpro-workertradeunion.TheLabourMinistry,inthenameoftri-

partiteconsultationonLabourLaw Amendments,isonlyputtingupashow andto

createarecordofconsultation,whichtheCentralTradeUnionshaveconsistently

boycotted.

PrivatizationofallstrategicPSUs,includingDefenceProduction,PublicSectorBanks

andInsuranceandalsoRailways,PublicRoadTransport,Oil,Power,Steel,Coaletc

through disinvestment,Strategic Sale,Outsourcing in favourof private sector,

promoting100% FDIinmanyvitalandstrategicsectorsareincreasingdaybyday.

MoreoverstrippingallthecashrichPSUsoftheinvestiblecashreservesareadded

assaults. InfactDefenceSectorprivatizationmoveisactuallydesignedtodestroy

manufacturingcapabilityandResearchinitiativesdevelopedbythecountryoverlastsix

andhalfdecades.Theworstandmostdubiousisthegameplantooutsourcemore

than50%productsincludingweaponsandcriticalequipment’s,solongbeingproduced

bytheOrdinanceestablishments. Morethan250itemsmanufacturedbyOrdnance

Factorieshavebeennotifiedasnon-core.Ordersareplacedtoprivateplayersfor

supplyofsomeoftheseitems.Governmentisdeterminedtoclosedown5Ordnance

FactoriesmanufacturingitemsusedbyoursoldiersandOfficersanditwouldrender

thousands ofworkers jobless,including 1600 female Tailors.Defence PSUs and

Shipyardsarealsobeingsubjectedtodiscriminationinrespectofworkorderswhile

privatecorporatesarebeingpatronizedbytheGovernmentindefenceprocurement

deals.

CompleteprivatizationoftheRailways,stepbystep,isgoingon. Operatingprivate

trainsontheexistingtracksbuiltbyRailwaysisbeingpermitted.Moreoverfreeaccess

torailwayyards,shedsandworkshopsformaintenanceofprivatecoaches,wagons

andenginesetc.isbeingofferedtoprivateoperators.Already23railwaystations,all

inmetrocities,havebeensortlistedforprivatization.Morethan600RailwayStations

alongwithlandaroundthem havebeenidentifiedfordevelopmentthroughprivate

playersinthenameof“redevelopmentofRailwayStationsandlandaroundthem”.It

waspartofBudgetspeechoftheFinanceMinister.WorkersnotonlyinRailwaysbutin

allGovernmentandPublicSectorUndertakingsshallbeworstvictimsofprivatizationin

termsofjobsecurity,democratictradeunionrightsandprotectionofachievementsin

theareasofpay,perks,socialsecurityetc.LikeCentralElectricityRegulatoryAuthority

(CERC),aRailwayDevelopmentAuthority(RDA)hasbeen created.Given thesky



rocketingincreaseinelectricitytariffbyCERC,underRDA,railwayfareandgoods

freightispoisedtobehiked,hurtingthecommonpeopleandbenefitingtheprivate

profiteers.

TheexposuresofvariouscorruptionsbytheBJPledNDAGovt.inthecentreshowsthe

realfaceoftherulingcliqueandRafaeldealisbiggestscam yetbeingunearthedstep

bystep.

Public SectorBanks are underattack through various legislative and executive

measures.TheultimatetargetoftheGovernmentisprivatizationandtoextendundue

favourtothesameprivatecorporatecrooks,whosedefaultofpayingbacktheloanhas

putthebankingsectorinseveredifficulties.Insteadofaddressingtheproblemsof

NPA and fixing thecorporatedefaulters,theGovernmentisgoing ahead withits

schemeofmergerofbanks,whichinrealityleadstoclosureofnumerousbranches,

resultinginjob-lossesandnarrowingoftheoutreachofthePSUBanks.NPAshave

crossedRs.13lakhcrores.AfterLalitModiandVijayMallya,now NeeravModiand

MehulChoksyhavealsododgedtheIndiansystem andrunawaywiththelootofIndian

people’smoney.TheGovernmentbroughtFRDIBillwhichwasopposedtoothandnail

bytheunionsforcingGovernmenttowithdrawit.ButnowtheGovernmenthascome

outwithInsolvencyandBankruptcyCode,whichisaimedtofacilitatethecorporate

defaulterstogoawaywithmajorpartofthedebtdefaultunderthecamouflageofso-

called“resolutionprocessofinsolvency”.Bankswillgetbackhardly30%oftheirdue

loanamount.Thisisanotherbigscam inthemakingwhichwouldfurtherdamagethe

crisesriddeneconomy.

Theretrenchmentofcontractualemployeeshasbeenresortedtoalreadyinsome

banksandtelecom sector. Insurancesectorisalsoundersuchattack. Legislative

measurestopavethewayofprivatizationofourmajorportsarealsointheadvanced

stage. CPSUsevenincludingthecoreandstrategicsectorslikeEnergy,Petroleum,

Telecom,Metal,Mining,MachineBuilding,ElectronicandDigital,Road,AirandWater

Transport,Port& Dock and more are underthe privatization onslaughtofthe

Government.InJ&K,theentirelandandbuildingoftheproductionunitofthesole

PSU,ITILtd.,isbeingtakenoverinthenameofbuildinganNSG Hubthere. The

conventionnotesthatworkersoftheseindustriesarefightingsectoralbattlesunitedly.

UnitedstruggleshavebeenlaunchedbytheworkersandemployeesofGovernment

ServicesSectorincludingtheSchemeWorkers,Domesticworkers,Migrantworkersand

unorganizedsectorworkers.TheConventionextendsfullsupporttothesestruggles.It

alsodemandsthatonerankonepensionsanctionedtosomeshouldbeuniformly

implementedforalldefenceemployees.

Attemptsarebeingmadebymanystategovernmentstodismantlepublicsectorroad

transportbyissuingroute-permitstoprivateparties.Thecentralgovernmentintendsto

getthenew MotorVehicle(Amendment)Bill2017hastilypassedintheparliament

whichwillallowwholesaleprivatizationofroadtransportontheonehandandimpose

draconianmeasuresontheroadtransportworkersincludingthoseinprivatesector.

TheRajasthanRoadTransportWorkersUnionisspearheadingmilitantstruggleagainst

eventheprecursorofthisbill(RoadTransport&SafetyBill,2014)byforgingalliance

withothertradeunionsinthesector,sinceitsinceptionin2014.Evennow,theyareon

indefinitestrikesince16th September,2018againstRajasthanTransportMinister’s



volte-faceonhisassurancesandattemptstoprivatizethedepots. TheConvention

whiletakingnoteoftheprotestactionbytransportworkers,salutestheRoadTransport

WorkersofMaharashtrawhodemonstratedexcellentcommunicationskill,rockhard

determination,commitmentandunitywhileobserving4daysstatewidegeneralstrike

to press fortheirgenuine demands despite use ofallrepressive measures by

Governmentandalsodisruptionbysomeblacksheep.TheConventionalsonotesthe

widelyparticipatedcountrywidestrikebyRoadTransportWorkerson7thAugust2018

againsttheMotorVehiclesAmendmentBill. TheConventioncondemnsthestate

Governments,includingthestategovernmentsofHaryanaandRajasthanandCentral

Government’santi-peopleandanti-workermovesinthetransportsector.

TheNationalConventionofWorkersextendsfullsolidaritytothefightingfarmersin

variousstatesaswellasundertheJointNationalForumsofPeasants’Organisations,

includingthestruggleofSTsforimplementationofForestRightsAct,2006.Itisthe

samesetofpro-corporate,pro-landlordpolicieswhichhavecreatedaseverecrisisin

agriculture,biggestlivelihoodproviderintheeconomy,leadingtocontinuingincreasein

spateofsuicides.ThepromisedMinimum SupportPrices,oneandhalftimesthecost

ofproduction,tofarmerswasnotaccomplished,ratherfurtherfraudwascommittedon

thefarmingcommunitywiththekindofannouncementsmadeonMSPfortheircrops.

ThisNationalConvention ofWorkersrecordsitsstrong denunciation againstthe

communalanddivisivemachinationsonthesocietybeingcarriedonwiththeactive

patronageoftheGovernmentmachinery.TheBJPGovernmentsareusingdraconian

UAPA,NSA aswellastheagenciesofCBI,NIA,IT to harassand suppressany

dissentingopinions.Thepeacelovingsecularpeopleinthecountryarefacingastark

situationofterrorandinsecurityallaround. Communalforcesarecultivatingan

atmosphereofconflictswithinthesocietyonnon-issues.Itisdisruptingtheunityof

theworkersandthetilingpeopleingeneral,sovitaltocarryforwardtheongoing

strugglesbasedonour12pointcharterofdemandsasdetailedabove.Workingclass

mustraiseitsstrongvoiceofprotest.

This anti-people,anti-workers and anti-nationalpolicy regime has notonly been

imposingincreasingmiseriesonthetoilingpeopleatlarge,itisalsoseverelydamaging

thenationaleconomyanddestroyingitsindigenousproductiveandmanufacturing

capabilities to serve the interests ofthe multinationalcompanies with Indian

Corporatesastheirjuniorpartner. Thisanti-peopleandanti-nationalpolicyregime

mustbedefeatedsquarelytoforcethepro-peoplechangesinpoliciesonallfronts.

Andforthat,theunitedplatform oftheworkingclassmustheightenitsstrugglefurther.

ThetaskbeforetheJointPlatform ofCentralTradeUnionsandindependentnational

federationsistofurtherintensifythesurgingstrugglesinvarioussectorsthrougha

concerted united agitation and mobilization atnationallevelto be followed by

countrywidegeneralstrikeactionasaculminationandconsolidationofallsectoral

struggles. The NationalConvention ofworkers therefore adopts the following

programmes:

1.Statelevel,districtlevelandindustry/sectorleveljointconventions
tobeheldduringOctober/November,2018.



2.JointIndustrylevelgatemeetings,ralliesetc.duringNovemberand
December.

3.Submissionofstrikenoticejointlywithdemonstrationsduring17-22
December.

4.Two dayscountrywideGeneralStrikeon8th 9th January,
2019.

TheNationalConventioncallsuponworkingpeopleacrossthesectorsandthroughout

thecountryirrespectiveofaffiliationstomaketheaboveprogrammesatotalsuccess.

AndIndependentFederationsofWorkersandEmployees


